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This book follows one of similar character which 
was published in 1983. The present volume consists 
of a collection of articles which, to use words from 
the editor’s preface, review ‘recent methodological 
progress’ in protein chemistry. Most of the articles 
were presented at a meeting in Bielefeld, FRG in 
June 1984. Inevitably, then, the methods described 
do not include the latest developments in the field, 
but nevertheless this is a useful collection of ar- 
ticles to have in a single volume. 
The subjects fairly well cover the span of protein 
chemistry today. Thus we have examples of 
HPLC, FPLC and metal and dye affinity 
chromatography. There is a review of peptide syn- 
thesis, articles on various aspects of protein se- 
quencing, immunoassays, chemical modification, 
Raman spectroscopy of membrane proteins and 
(perhaps slightly out of place in a book about pro- 
tein techniques) nucleic acid sequencing. The ar- 
ticles differ slightly from each other in character. 
Some are fairly particular. For instance, the 
chapter by Vogel and Lumper describes HPLC 
separation of cyanogen bromide peptides of 
NADPH cytochrome P-450 reductase - most 
useful in the study of this particular protein, but 
generally useful as an example of a technique in 
use. Perhaps more useful to the novice or those not 
familiar with particular proteins are the articles of 
a more general nature. An example of this, par- 
ticularly worthy of note is the first chapter of the 
book, by Neuhoff, called ‘Modern Micrometh- 
ods’ . This article discusses micro-scale methods for 
basic protein chemistry - protein, glycoprotein 
and sugar determination, amino acid analysis, and 
electrophoresis. The appendix of this chapter pro- 
vides practical regimes for the methods discussed 
and should be useful at the bench of many 
laboratories. 
Although the impression of the book is 
favourable, there is also a negative aspect, con- 
cerning the presentation of the book. The main 
point here is the quantity of errors in spelling and 
grammar, spread through most chapters and 
making the reading somewhat irritating. In their 
defence, the authors may be largely writing in a 
non-native language, but it is a shame that this 
point, and the variability of style, were not 
corrected. 
In summary, then, this is a useful book, and it 
will no doubt find a place in many laboratories, 
certainly in that of the reviewer. 
B.J. Smith 
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